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Famous Christmas Songs 

by Jewish Composers

Who knew Jewish composers wrote  
some of the best Christmas music?
Local musician, Kurt Loeffler, will look at famous Jewish American 
composers including Irving Berlin, Mel Torme, and many others 
who were the first-generation children of Jewish immigrants. We’ll 
discuss many of the popular holiday Christmas songs like “White 
Christmas” and “Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire” which have 
become classics for largely Christian audiences. Save room for 
sufganiyot!

Tuesday, December 15, 2026 • 1pm
Chicago Sinai Congregation, 15 West Delaware Place, Chicago
Registration required. $5 per person. Open to all.

For more information, email community.engagement@cje.net  
or call 773.508.1000.

This program is co-hosted by CJE SeniorLife’s My Go-To Place and CJE Metro, 
dedicated to serving older adults in Chicago’s Lakeview and Near North 
neighborhoods. We gratefully acknowledge the support of this program in 
memory of Frances Kales Alpert.

 

 

 

Percussionist • Educator • Ensemble Leader 

Kurt Loeffler is an accomplished percussionist and educator with advanced training in both classical and jazz 
music. He holds a Master’s in Jazz Drum Set from the University of Illinois, a Master’s Certificate in Arranging 
from Berklee College of Music, and a Bachelor’s Degree in orchestral percussion from the University of Michigan.  
He also pursued advanced jazz studies at DePaul University and studied piano, harmony, and theory with renowned 
jazz educator Alan Swain. 

Contact & Booking 
Kurt Loeffler 
📧📧 Email: krloeffler53@gmail.com 
📞📞 Phone: (847) 227.7109 
🌐🌐 Website: www.kurtloefflermusic.com 

Available for performances, lectures, residencies, and educational events. 
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